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THE OFFICERS’ MESS

DUXFORD

Marking the 10th birthday are, from left, centre manager Mark Woodstock, assistant centre manager Cat Pizzie and marketing manager Karis Parker

he Officers’ Mess —a unique
business centre run by
Mantle Space — has marked
its 10th birthday.

One hundred per cent occupied,
with a bustling ‘Heart’ containing
new meeting pods, phone booths,
break-out spaces and a rejuvenated
café, the historic site in Duxford was
home to officers before, during and
after the Second World War.

It was in 2014 that Mantle began a
sympathetic £2.5million restoration
of the grade II-listed building, having
agreed a long-term lease on the
property from the Imperial War
Museum.

Having preserved many of the
fascinating features of this wartime
home to The Few —including Douglas
Bader - the site opened the following
year and became the base of
operations for many.

Mantle Space CEO Guy Baker said
The Officers’ Mess “continues to
thrive” asit reachesits 10th
birthday.

“Itis a busy business community,
in a sympathetically repurposed
iconic and historic building,” he said.

“It was home to both the RAF and
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The Officers’ Mess marks decade
as a bustling business centre

USAF, flying Hurricanes and
Mustangs respectively. Surplus to
operational use and requiring
significant restoration, the IWM
sought a sympathetic commercial
use capable of utilising the iconic
former mess facilities.

“Mantle has been able to deliver
this, and 10 years’ later, the historic
character of The Officers’ Mess is
secured, whilst offering modern
flexible office accommodation to
growing businesses. Itisa
great success.

“The Officers’ Mess offers a wide
range of flexible serviced office
options as well as larger, more
traditional offices. Meeting rooms,
break-out space and co-working
facilities are all available, combining

to deliver a vibrant business
community. The Mantle Space team
caters for the needs of our clients and
we pride ourselves on delivering
excellent customer care.”

Mantle’s in-house property
management team looks after the
building, which is now more than 90
years old and requires a programme
of regular maintenance and
sympathetic renewal.

“The Officers’ Mess demonstrates
how the various needs of
stakeholders can be delivered in
harmony to safeguard an important
historical asset while catering for the
requirements of fast-moving modern
businesses,” added Guy.

The 10th birthday was marked last
Thursday with cake and bubbles. A
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memory book was opened, enabling
members and visitors to write down
memories of the Officers’ Mess that
can be preserved for years to come.
And there were fun games and the
Officers’ Mess puzzle to enjoy.

Centre manager Mark Woodstock
said: “We have 49 offices and a total
of 40 different companies. We have a
range of members —some like EC
Resourcing who have been with us
since 2016 and some who have just
started on their journey with us. We
have a wide and eclectic range of
companies ranging from
pharmaceutical companies to
builders to recruiters.

“Itis a tremendous honour to
serve as the current centre manager
of the historic Officers’ Mess in

Duxford. This remarkable building
boasts a rich and awe-inspiring
legacy, echoing with the stories of
British and American officers who
called it home during the Second
World War, as well as the vibrant
community of present-day
members who have chosen Duxford
as their base.

“The Officers’ Mess offers an
exceptional environment, fostering a
spirit of collaboration and success for
all who work here. As we celebrate the
10th birthday of The Officers’ Mess, I
am proud to support our members
and their businesses, ensuring this
extraordinary place continues to
thrive for many years to come.”

B Find out more at
mantlespace.co.uk.
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